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RETFORD U3A COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday  5th May 2026 at 2.00pm
at Hallcroft Community Centre

Minutes

 Present: Daniel Toyne (Chair) DT, Carol Knowles (Minutes Secretary) CK, Rosemary Goodwin (Treasurer) RG, Lizzie Brookes (Group Co-ordinator) LB, Andrea McLaren  (Deputy Treasurer) AM, Ruth Edwards (Business Secretary) RE.  Linda Leighton (Group Co-ordinator) LL, Angela Grant (Vice Chair) AG, Paul Bacon (Membership Secretary) PB.

Apologies: None

1. Minutes of the previous meeting
True and accurate record

2. Matters Arising
No matters arising

3. Website/Beacon
LL met with Andrew Young webmaster.  The website was updated with the new committee members and the updated members application form is now on the website. The home page is currently administered by Andrew Young and LL and the welcome page  is edited by the Chairman only.

Events page edited by the speaker finder, Christine Cook uploads the newsletters.  It was decided the social and events tab should be merged as one.  DT to contact Andrew  Young for this to happen.

On Beacon previous post holders were deleted and new post holders added.  LL , DT,  AG and Janice Gill are going to sign up to do the Beacon training.
PB expressed his concerns over Data Protection and various committee members having access to Beacon.  It was decided that PB should speak directly to Andrew Young to arrange access as the membership secretary and to also clarify with him why other members of the committee currently have access for the roles they play as he is wanting sole access.

PB is currently updating the Beacon records information taken from the hard copy membership forms handed over by the previous membership secretary. He has received 1 new membership form since commencing his new role.

4. General Meeting

AGM was briefly discussed. 
DT’s thoughts for next year’s AGM is to not include block voting and would prefer individual votes.  There were mixed reactions regarding removing the new members area of seating but it was decided for now for forthcoming general meetings that new members would sit with the rest of the members.   DT stated a speaker wasn’t required at the AGM this would allow the members more free time, more of a social an opportunity to read the reports form the treasurer and group coordinators and to ask any questions of the committee.

There was a discussion regarding returning to the old format at the general meeting from June as regards to the timing of the refreshment break .  DT to write an article for the newsletter to reflect the changing programme. AG to chair the next general meeting in DT absence. DT will provide a power point presentation this will also include the updated format.

5. Speaker Finder’s report
DT and AG are jointly doing the role.  AG to contact all speakers for the rest of the year and to ask them for BACS payment details. RG is looking at the budget for speakers and will report at the next meeting to see if this can be increased and if so by how much.

6. Financial Report
RG to email the detailed report. 
 RG to contact current affairs, putting the world to right and history groups as they are currently in the red.

7. Interest Groups Report
Awaiting further information regarding the possibility of a new group entitled Research into Ancestry.  DT to contact Andrew Young to see what response he had regarding his email via Beacon to all members regarding any interest in an outings group.  

Alongside the emergency contact cards recently introduced it was discussed that the Group leaders should hold their own register with this information in whatever format they wished.  This information to be including in the group leader pack.  RG and AM are to add this information as they are currently updating the contents of the leader pack.

DT as the new chair is attempting to visit one group per week.

8. Notts Network
Not discussed


9. North Notts Neighbourhood Group
Not discussed

10. Newsletter (NSIT)
Articles to be written for the newsletter as previously discussed.

11. Retford Life
RG has provided them with an article.
12. Publicity
RE to recommence a sub committee regarding publicity for the u3a.  She is to contact Sue Kyle who currently updates our facebook page and organise the next meeting.
13.  Communications
Item to be removed

14. Membership update
PB stated 1 new member since the AGM

15. Events
AG to contact Grove Methodist Church to hold a stall to promote u3a on Retford Heritage day September 12th. This date is close to the u3a week. 
Once booked to be advertised on the events tab on the u3a website.

The next New members coffee morning to be part of the existing coffee morning that is held monthly the 3rd Tuesday of the month (May 19th).  The group leader has been contacted and is okay with this.  PB to contact the members that have joined within the past 6 months.  The idea is to do this quarterly this date also needs to sink with the group coordinators.  LB can attend this one.

16.  Any other Business
Should we have a general meeting in December.  This to be discussed at the next committee meeting.  Microsoft subscription expires May 18th DT to purchase the new subscription.

17. Date of next meeting
Tuesday 2nd June 
      The meeting closed at 16:00
      

      Signed									Date

      ………………………………………………….                  …………………………..


Daniel Toyne
Chair Retford U3A
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