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RETFORD U3A COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday 2nd 2026 at 2.00pm
at Hallcroft Community Centre

Minutes

Present: Daniel Toyne (Chair) DT, Carol Knowles (Minutes Secretary) CK, Rosemary Goodwin (Treasurer) RG, Lizzie Brookes (Group Co-ordinator) LB, Andrea McLaren  (Deputy Treasurer) AM, Ruth Edwards (Business Secretary) RE,  Linda Leighton (Group Co-ordinator) LL, Angela Grant (Vice Chair) AG, Paul Bacon (Membership Secretary) PB.

Apologies: None

1. Minutes of the previous meeting
True and accurate record

2. Matters Arising
DT renewed family Microsoft package at a cost of £104.99 (recurring fee) first month is free.  

3. Website/Beacon
DT met with Adrew Young (Webmaster) and LL. DT is currently experiencing problems editing the web page he is to contact Andrew Young.  Andrew Young advised the events and social pages on the u3a website should be kept separate because of disappearing information after a certain timeline on one of them.

Names, roles and responsibilities need updating on Beacon this was initially set up by HQ they detailed the access per role and this is what has been implemented.  Andrew Young is to be invited to attend the start of the next committee meeting by DT to explain access to Beacon and which role requires which access (National protocols access) for e.g. admin role’s access is completely different to the access role of the membership secretary etc. You don’t have to be a committee member to have access to work on Beacon.

4. General Meeting
Attendance 90 people.  
AG  forgot to mention the safety procedure for the Well at the May general member who gave the talk at Mays general meeting has requested an increase in her original fee of £50 which covers her expenses (not paid for speaking).  This was denied by the committee. AG to communicate with her.


PB to send out via Beacon a request for more meeters and greeters for the general meeting.

If a member of the committee cannot attend a general meeting (or a committee meeting) they are required to send their apologies in advance.



5. Speaker Finder’s Report
AG asked for any recommendations.  AG to meet with DT to review the speaker programme.  July speaker doesn’t want BACs payment so will be paid by cheque or cash and he has been advised to arrive at 1:00pm.

There is a quiz as a back up if the speaker does not arrive.

6. Financial Report
RG to emailed the detailed report.
Hallcroft community Hall (multiple months) invoice has been paid till June 2026.  RG looking to set up a high interest rate account (deposit for a year) and to deposit £11,000. Looking to increase speaker expenditure last year budget was £500 it was agreed to increase to £1000.


7. Interest Groups Report
Interest has been shown in a family research group awaiting confirmation for a group leader.  A new IT group could work on an ad-hoc basis depending on issue and device still progressing.  Days out group also still in discussion.

8. Notts Network
PB as membership secretary is the contact but would prefer not to be.  Previous Chair and membership secretary have attended the quarterly meetings it was asked if any members of the current committee would like to attend.  
RE was happy to attend but currently cannot get there unless driven as the same applies to DT.  No other member of the committee volunteered.

9. North Notts Neighbourhood Group
Not discussed.

10. Newsletter (NSIT)
Back page of the recent newsletter was taken up by the Gainsborough Croquet club and their schedule.  DT to contact Lorne the group leader of the u3a croquet group to find out which day and time in the schedule is solely for the u3a members.  DT to feed back to the committee.  If this isn’t the case and Lorne is promoting the Gainsborough croquet club and enticing u3a members to join, this group will have to be taken off the website as is not solely a u3a group.

The group co-ordinators have sent out another email to group leaders via Beacon to ask for content to promote there group and the u3a.  This content can be publicised in the NSIT and also on the Facebook page.

11. Retford Life
RG has provided them with an article.

12. Publicity
Sue Kyle was asked to attend this meeting unfortunately not able. DT to ask to attend July’s committee meeting to discuss publicity.

13.  Membership update
PB to communicate with RG.  RG accepted new membership money at May’s general meeting in PB’s absence.  There is some confusion to the new members name. 

14.  Events
DT is the author of events and the social tabs on the website.  As mentioned previously he will contact Andrew Young as he can’t get access.  RE to add the big night out on the website

15.  Any other Business
Copyright & Licensing - RG to purchase a CLA (copyright licensing agency) at a cost of £72.
Data Protection – Andrew Young to attend a committee meeting and explain access rights as mentioned earlier.
Facebook page – Sue Kyle to attend a committee meeting.
The Group co-ordinators are to be consulted when arranging a date for the new members coffee morning for a day, date and time to be agreed.  Previously this meeting has been quarterly.
RE stated we currently have 3 people named on our  registered charity (we can have up to 5 names) RE, RG and DT.  It was suggested AG and AM to be added.  RE to action.
16. Date of next meeting
Tuesday 7th July
      The meeting closed at 16:00
      

      Signed									Date

      ………………………………………………….                  …………………………..


Daniel Toyne
Chair Retford U3A
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