


[image: A close-up of blue text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]                                                                       Membership number 822/801/10


RETFORD U3A COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday 7th July 2026 at 2.00pm
at Hallcroft Community Centre

Minutes

 Present: Daniel Toyne (Chair) DT, Carol Knowles (Minutes Secretary) CK, Rosemary Goodwin (Treasurer) RG, Lizzie Brookes (Group Co-ordinator) LB, Andrea McLaren  (Deputy Treasurer) AM,   Linda Leighton (Group Co-ordinator) LL, Angela Grant (Vice Chair) AG.  Guest Susan Kyle Social Media.

Apologies: Ruth Edwards (Business Secretary) RE, Paul Bacon (Membership Secretary) PB.


1. Minutes of the previous meeting
True and accurate record

2. Matters Arising
Item 15 of June’s minutes.  AG not to be named on the registered charity.  CK was Thanked for producing the minutes.

3. Website/Beacon
DT contacted Lorne the group leader of the u3a croquet group it was established they don’t have any sessions purely for Retford u3a members and so this group is being taken off the website by LL and also deleted from Beacon.
LL  asked the question who uploads the policy documents onto the committee page on the u3a website, they require updating, previous committee members have uploaded the documents. Going forward DT to be the author of all policy documents.  Sue Kyle (Publicity Officer) to add Social Media policy.

4. Publicity
Sue tabled a “Retford u3a social media policy” at the meeting.  DT advised we read prior to the next meeting for any discussion.

Sue Kyle took on the role of assisting Pat Lockett previous vice-chair & membership secretary in January 2026 .  She received partial access in March.
Sue has emailed Pat for full access but unfortunately has had no response. DT will email Pat. Sue made a request at the meeting for an additional administrator  to work on Facebook  but no committee member volunteered.   On uploading photos onto the Facebook page we cannot  inadvertently promote any businesses, advertising material cannot be in the uploaded photo.  The group leaders have been contacted to supply content for the Facebook page but only 4 group leaders consistently respond. DT suggested a link published in the online newsletter Not So Idle Times to the Facebook page.

5. Committee meeting
RG volunteered to look to source a different location for the committee meetings it will require internet access.  Once this room has been sourced Andrew Young webmaster to be invited to answer questions on the website and Beacon.  DT reminded the committee members about confidentiality discussed at the committee meeting.

6. General meeting
Attendance 56.  There were no newsletters printed by The Well for this meeting.  DT received favourable emails regarding June’s speaker Martin Rowley “Can electric cars save the planet”.  DT to use the microphone as some members expressed they struggled to hear him without. DT put forward an idea of filming the general meeting and then it being uploaded for the members who cannot attend, he will discuss with Chris at the The Well.

7. Membership update
PB provided an updated account.  AG read out in his absence. 
547 full members.  23 Honorary.  37 Associate members.

PB currently doesn’t have the access to delete a member if they are in a group will ask Andrew Young (Webmaster) to do this.  PB suggested that group leaders should check their members on Beacon to check they are paid up members, but unfortunately not all group members access Beacon. One group leader was identified as not having renewed as yet for this year.  

PB completed membership forms and Beacon checks and has sorted 195 anomalies. PB has standardised the addresses on Beacon so that in the future we can see how many members come from any particular postal town/village.  There are 9 members who do not use email (List provided) and thus do not receive Not So Idle Times (newsletter).

8. Financial Report 
RG to email the detailed report and it was agreed for CK to upload onto the committee page on the Retford u3a website.

 A  new high interest rate deposit account (United Trust Bank) 4.55% 1 year fixed bond to be opened depositing £11,000. Four trustees are required to open the account  RG, AG, RE and DT are to be signatories.
From 1st August we will be covered by a copyright licensing agency (CLA)       licence further details to follow.

9. Interest Groups Report
There are plans for a new outing group “Raring to Go”.  Proposals are for quarterly visits by coach/cars to various places of interest. DT  to announce in the newsletter. More information to follow.  Making Music group are having a break and will return on the 4th September.

10. Notts Network
Not discussed.

11. North Notts Neighbourhood Group
DT attended zoom meeting Copyright and Licensing was discussed, there was no agenda for this meeting, questions had to be directed to the co-ordinator whilst on line.  Next one in September discussion on Finance (to go cashless).

12. Newsletter
Sue Kyle stated that Christine Cook is struggling for enough content for the newsletter.

13.  Retford Life
To be removed from the agenda. RG writes the article for this magazine and emails directly to them.


14.  Speaker Finders Report
AG will book and confirm at the next meeting who she has booked for the first 3 months of 2027.  DT would like a different format for the AGM in April 2027 without a speaker.

15.  Events
The next dinner and quiz is to be in October (date yet to be confirmed) at Retford Golf Club.

Retford Heritage Day is 12th September (which is during the u3a week).  We have a stall at Grove Street Methodist Church.  DT to write an article for the NSIT (newsletter) asking for help to man the stall between 10am-4pm to contact him directly by email or reach out to any u3a committee member, also to be announced at the next general meeting.  Updated discussion at August meeting 

16. Any other Business
CK mentioned that she had noticed lack of communication and emails being sent to the wrong members of the committee.  CK asked DT to write an article for the newsletter to remind members of the designated email addresses.  DT agreed this will also be mentioned at the next general meeting.

DT suggested “recognition of contribution to Retford u3a” award.  Any ideas to be emailed to DT prior to August committee meeting.

DT to contact Retford Little Theatre to see if they could accommodate private showing/screenings for the u3a.  To feed back at the next meeting.

DT mentioned recognition of contribution to the u3a. Ideas to be sent to DT before the next committee meeting.

DT suggested a gathering to be arranged with the group leaders as a formal  Thank you for leading a group.  Thoughts and Ideas welcomed to be discussed further.
      
17. Date of next meeting
Tuesday 4th August
            The meeting closed at 16:00

      Signed									Date

      ………………………………………………….                  …………………………..


Daniel Toyne
Chair Retford U3A
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