


[image: A close-up of blue text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]                                                                       Membership number 822/801/10


RETFORD U3A COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday 4th August 2026 at 2.00pm
at Hallcroft Community Centre

Minutes

 Present: Daniel Toyne (Chair) DT, Carol Knowles (Minutes Secretary) CK, Rosemary Goodwin (Treasurer) RG, Lizzie Brookes (Group Co-ordinator) LB, Andrea McLaren  (Deputy Treasurer) AM, Ruth Edwards (Business Secretary) RE.  Linda Leighton (Group Co-ordinator) LL, Angela Grant (Vice Chair) AG, Paul Bacon (Membership Secretary) PB.

Apologies: None

1. Minutes of the previous meeting
True and accurate record.  Seconded by RG.

2. Matters Arising
DT contacted Patricia Lockett ( previous membership secretary) regarding her handing over full access to Facebook.  PL is currently experiencing problems trying to achieve this.  Suggestion is for PL, Andrew Young (Webmaster) and the new Facebook volunteer (whoever that may be) to communicate.  DT contacted Retford Little Theatre to see if they could accommodate private showing/screenings for the u3a.  To be discussed at the next committee meeting.

3. Website/Beacon
Andrew Young (Webmaster) will attend the next committee meeting at a  location that has Wi-Fi access.

PB is transferring address list from Beacon onto an excel spreadsheet, hopefully to be achieved by the 10th August.

LL is continuing to update the policies on the website.

4. General Meeting
Attendance 91.
There were a few technical difficulties for the speaker at the last general meeting.  Unfortunately Chris wasn’t at The Well to support and his co-worker went off site.  Most of the feedback regarding the speaker was quite positive Keith Small may be used in the future for a different talk.

DT to ask The Well if they have mugs that can be used rather than cups and saucers as they are quite difficult to hold whilst listening to the speaker.


5. Speaker Finder’s Report
September Guest  Speaker Stephen Booth “Where bodies are found.  Crime novels set in the Peak District”  is bringing along books to be sold at the next general meeting.  A variety of speakers have been booked through till April 2027.

6. Financial Report
RG to email the detailed report to CK then to  be uploaded onto the committee page on the website.

Hallcroft invoice to be requested in September after the summer break.  As from September AM will be looking after no.2 account RG and AM  are to share the treasurer’s email address.

HSBC account a few old signatories require removing. AM,RE,DT.RG to be added Pippa Ramsay and Sue Paul to be left on as often more than one signatory is required.  This makes it more convenient for RG.

United Trust Bank high rate deposit account has been set up by RG with £1250.00 from the deposit account and £10,000 from no. 1 account.

RG has been looking at new venues for our committee meeting.  It was agreed that from September we will relocate to the Retford Library at a cost of £11.50 per hour (they have access to Wi-Fi.)  RG will cancel the booking for the Hallcroft room currently used.

7. Interest Groups Report
Sylvia Milner Bridge Club group leader is stepping down and there has been no interest so far from any of the members to take over the role.  There  was a lengthy discussion on how we can try and encourage members to come forward to take over leadership especially as this is a long standing group.  LL to go along to the bridge group to talk to the members. If it does cease it is was decided it is up to Sylvia to cancel the Hallcroft venue.

RE to advertise the new “Raring to go” group and there trip to York on Beacon
with all details to capture all members of the u3a.

A discussion took place regarding the different groups and the group leaders are not notifying the group coordinators  of how many people are on there waiting list and if so how long have they been on the list.  If this information is not communicated how do we know to help set up additional groups with new group leaders.

8. Notts Network
Not discussed.

9. North Notts Neighbourhood Group
As part of the NNN Group it was discussed that the quarterly meetings should be attended by a representative from Retford u3a.  RG and RE to attend 13th October meeting. Some committee members do not have cars but would be happy to attend if they could get a lift.  

10. Newsletter (NSIT)
RE to write an article regarding “Raring to Go” trip to York.  DT to write an article regarding the u3a stand on Heritage Day on the 12th September.

11. Publicity/Facebook
Sue Kyle has stood down from looking after Facebook since July’s committee meeting no-one as yet has come forward. It was suggested that Retford Life article and also the Retford u3a website should have links advertised on the Face book page and also the groups and the frequency and where they meet should also have a link on there.

12. Communications
          RE to compile a list of the future NNNG meetings and circulate to the
           Committee members so they can be attended in rotation by the committee 
           Members.

13.  Membership update
566 full members. PB to clarify affiliate membership and the associated cost and clarify at the next committee meeting.

New coffee morning to be arranged for September 17th 10:00am West Retford Hotel.  PB to book and invite new members.

14.  Events
DT asked members at the general meeting for assistance in manning the stall we are having on Retford Heritage Day in the Grove Street Methodist Church to coincide with u3a week.  So far 1 volunteer has come forward.  DT will put a rota together with times nearer the event.

15.  Any other Business
CK Minutes secretary is standing down after compiling the minutes for Septembers meeting after being on the committee for over 4 years in different roles. DT thanked CK for her work and offering to discuss her role and what it entails with the new minutes secretary.

16. Date of next meeting
Tuesday 1st September
      The meeting closed at 16:20
      

      Signed									Date

      ………………………………………………….                  …………………………..


Daniel Toyne
Chair Retford U3A
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